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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9, 12-22, and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lumpkin (US 2,925,675) in view of Larsen (US 6,279,255). Lumpkin 
shows a card holder with a first ply (1) and second ply (2) each of flexible plastic 
material. Each ply has an upper surface and a lower surface. Each ply is rectangular 
with co-extending respective sides. The plies are attached to one another by adhesive 
and crimping around three of the edges to define a pocket. Lumpkin does not disclose 
that the adhesive is an ultraviolet radiation curable adhesive. Lumpkin, is silent as to 
any type of adhesive. Larsen shows a tag made of flexible plastic material. The tag 
has a front portion and back portion. The front and back portions are attached by bond 
(50). Larsen discloses numerous types of bond, including adhesive formulations that 
can be cured by ultraviolet light. Since Lumpkin is silent as to the type of adhesive 
used, one wishing to make and use the Lumpkin invention would necessarily have to 
decide upon an adhesive to use. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Lumpkin by using 
an adhesive that can be cured by ultraviolet radiation as taught by Larsen. The 
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motivation would be to make and use the Lumpkin invention with an adhesive that is 
known in the art. 

3. Regarding claims 2-5, Lumpkin discloses that the plies are mad of flexible plastic 
material, such as vinyl. Larsen discloses numerous material of manufacture for plastic 
labels, including polyester and polypropylene (column 4, lines 60-65). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to further modify Lumpkin by using polyester or polypropylene as the flexible 
plastic for the plies. The motivation would be to optimize design parameters such as 
manufacturing costs, durability, and weight. 

4. Regarding claims 6 and 7, Lumpkin discloses that the plies are mad of flexible 
plastic material, such as vinyl. 

5. Regarding claim 8, Lumpkin discloses a pressure sensitive adhesive (6) on the 
lower surface of the first ply. 

6. Regarding claim 9, Lumpkin shows a release ply covering (7). 

7. Regarding claim 12, Lumpkin discloses that the first ply is opaque. 

8. Regarding claim 1 3, Lumpkin discloses that the first ply is opaque but does not 
disclose that it is white. Lumpkin does not specify any color. It is within the range of 
knowledge of the skilled artisan to make the opaque first ply any color. As long as the 
ply is opaque, the particular color does not affect the functionality of the apparatus. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to further modify the invention of Lumpkin by making the first 
ply white. The motivation would be to enhance the aesthetic value of the apparatus. 
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9. Regarding claim 14, Lumpkin teaches that the second ply is transparent. 

1 0. Regarding claims 1 5-22 and 24-27, the elements of claims 1 5-22 and 24-27 are 
present in the modified invention of Lumpkin in vieew of Larsen as described above. 
Lumpkin disclose that the holder is attached to an automobile by the adhesive (6). The 
automobile is a reusable container. The holder carries an information card (5) with 
information about the items (people) in the container (car). 

1 1 . Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lumpkin 
in view of Larsen as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of Blum (US 
4,159,586). Lumpkin in view of Larsen does not show that the release ply covering has 
a die cut or slit for facilitating removal. Blum shows a flexible plastic film (14) with a 
pressure sensitive adhesive that is covered by release ply (24). The release ply has a 
serrated edge that facilitates removal. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify 
Lumpkin by adding a serrated edge to the release ply. The motivation would be to 
facilitate removal of the release ply. 

12. Claims 1, 8, 11, 15, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stoddart (US 4,531 ,312) in view of Larsen (US 6,279,255). Stoddart 
shows a card holder with first ply (26) and second ply (22) of plastic material. The plies 
are rectangular with co-extending respective edges. The plies are joined along three 
edges by spacers to form a pocket that holds a card. Stoddart is silent as to how the 
plies are fixed to the spacers. Larsen shows a tag made of flexible plastic material. 
The tag has a front portion and back portion. The front and back portions are attached 
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by bond (50). Larsen discloses numerous types of bond, including adhesive 
formulations that can be cured by ultraviolet light. Since Stoddart is silent as to how the 
plies are fixed to the spacers, one wishing to make and use the Stoddart invention 
would necessarily have to decide upon an adhesive to use. It is well known and 
common to attach pieces of plastic by using adhesives. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Stoddart by using an adhesive that can be cured by ultraviolet radiation as 
taught by Larsen. The motivation would be to make and use the Stoddart invention with 
an adhesive that is known in the art. 

1 3. Regarding claim 8, Stoddart shows a pressure sensitive adhesive (34) and a 
peelable backing sheet (36) on the bottom surface of the first ply. 

14. Regarding claim 1 1 , Stoddart teaches that the card holder is permanently 
attached to the surface of a suitcase (column 2, lines 30-35). Therefore, the adhesive 
(34) is a permanent adhesive. 

1 5. Stoddart in view of Larsen as described above includes the elements of claims 

15, 22, and 23. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Horwin ('913) shows a card holder formed of two plastic plies that 
are glued together along three edges. Rupert et al. ('434) shows a card holder that has 
two plies, the front is transparent, the back is opaque, the two are attached by adhesive 
spacer. Maloney ('004) shows a card holder that uses ultraviolet curable adhesive. 
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Goserud (775) shows a card holder that has two plies that are adhesively attached 
along three edges to form a pocket. Schnitzer et al. ('914) shows a card holder that 
comprises ultraviolet curable adhesive. Vihos shows a card holder with two plies 
attached to each other by a spacer, and an ultraviolet curable adhesive fixes the plies to 
the spacer. 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to examiner 
Andrew D. Wright at telephone number (703) 308-6841 . The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday-Friday from 9:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joe Morano, can be reached at (703) 308-0230. The fax number for 
official communications is 703-872-9306. The fax number directly to the examiner for 
unofficial communications is 703-746-3548. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Andrew D. Wright 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 



